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the Church who were most instrumental in formulating its-
philosophical creed, especially the relation of the first to the
second Person of the Godhead, were drawn from the schools of
Neo-Platonism, and that they gave to the historical fact of
Christ's relation to God, the iact of son-ship, the philosophical
form in which they were accustomed to think. Indeed we
may go farther and admit that from the time that tfie Gospel
of St. John, which is closely moulded on Net>-Platonic lines,
was received into the canon of Scripture, the philosophies of
Neo-Platonism and Christianity became, us we should
expect, in form at least practically identical. But no mere
formal identity could have been permanently established
between the philosophies of Nco-Platonism and Christianity J
had there not been a real identity in principle ; that is to
say, had not the relation of the Logos to the Eternal One
been the same in principle as the relation ot the Son to the
Father in Christianity* And what was that principle'? It was
the principle of Emanation; the only difference in the form of
this principle when applied to Neo-Platonism and Christianity
respectively being that in Neo-Platonism the relation of the
Eternal One to the Logos was drawn from the analogy of
the abstract Intelligence, which in giving off broods of
thought, remains itself the same; whereas in Christianity
the relation of God to Christ is drawn from that of parent
and offspring, where the total personality or will of a man, as it
were, passes over into the offspring, while itself remaining the
same as before. If once then the historical facts of Christ's
birth, death, and resurrection, could be believed in, it would
evidently be not only easy and natural, but inevitable, that
Neo-Platonism should fall into and be absorbed in Christianity*
For if it were true that Christ really were the Son of God, and
that He had sent the Holy Spirit after He was gone, was this
not precisely what the philosophy of Neo-Platonism had taught,
viz. that the Logos or Word proceeded from and was the in-
carnation of the Eternal One, and the World-Spirit again, the